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Russia or any other European State. He described
the new Treaty as a cowardly arrangement and
advised the Throne to " make an end, once and for
all, of all the obnoxious foreigners, whose presence
creates grave difficulties and dangers for the Empire."
How deeply the mandarin mind was infected with
this purblind ignorance and pride of race, the history
of the next twenty years was destined to prove, in
the series of disasters and humiliations which left
the Empire bankrupt and broken in 1901. Against
that ignorance and arrogance it was Li Hung-chang's
endless task to struggle : un lorgne parmi les aveughs.
But his successful handling of the Kuldja incident
had raised him in the favour of the Empress Dowager,
who thereafter was by no means inclined to encourage
the fulminations of Tso Tsung-tang. In November,
1881, Li killed two notable birds with one stone : he
secured the removal of his rival Liu K'un-yi from
the Viceroyalty of Nanking, and artfully made his
peace with Tso by having him appointed to that
important post.

Ten years after the conclusion of the Kuldja affair
the Tzarevitch (now Emperor) Nicholas turned the
first sod of the Trans-Siberian Railway at Vladi-
vostock, after a voyage through India, China, and
Japan. The Chinese Court, still firmly rooted in its
tradition of ineffable superiority, had not seen fit to
invite him to Peking, and Chang Chih-tung, as Viceroy
at Wuchang, had displayed super-classical foolishness
by treating Russia's future Emperor with gross dis-
courtesy. But Russia showed no open resentment;
no protests were addressed to Peking, nor any in-
vidious comparisons made between the reception
accorded.to the Tzarevitch in China and that which